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The Advent of the Artist 
 

For its fifth season, the Louvre’s Petite Galerie—a space dedicated 
to art and cultural education—will be holding an exhibition titled 
‘The Advent of the Artist’. Opening on September 25, 2019, this 
year’s edition will coincide with a cycle of Louvre exhibitions 
devoted to the Renaissance geniuses Leonardo da Vinci, Donatello, 
Michelangelo and Albrecht Altdorfer in 2019-2020. 
  

It was during the Renaissance that artists asserted their 
independence and demanded recognition as creators in their own 
right. Yet the advent of the artist had been long awaited. This 
exhibition will take a close look at the transition from the typically 
anonymous craftsman of the classical period to the artist of the 
Renaissance, at times famous to the extent of becoming the hero of 
novels and legends. It is this long-standing connection between the 
visual arts and the written word that inspired this edition’s focus 
on literature. Spread across four rooms, the exhibition will feature 
some forty artworks from the Louvre’s eight curatorial 
departments alongside extracts from literature, with the aim of 
tracing the emergence and recognition of the artist from Antiquity 
to the 19th century. 
 

Signatures 
Several signed artworks from the classical period bear witness to 
an early ambition to rise above the status of craftsman, with 
inscriptions and signatures providing important clues as to the 
artists’ identities.  
 

Self-Portraits 
During the Renaissance, artists well and truly transcended the 
rank of craftsman, developing the genre of self-portraiture. One of 
the most famous self-portraits at the Louvre, Albrecht Dürer’s 
Portrait of the Artist Holding a Thistle (1493) appears alongside 
Rembrandt’s Self-Portrait with Easel (1660), among others.  
 

The Lives of Artists  
Works of art history and literature tended to describe artists as 
creative geniuses that were much admired and talked about by 
their peers. Artists thus became a subject in their own right.  
 

The Academy and the Salons 
Before their work officially entered the museum, artists earned 
recognition and commissions thanks to the Royal Academy of Painting 
and Sculpture founded in 1648 (replaced in 1793 by the Academy of Fine 
Arts), as well as the first temporary exhibition of contemporary art—the 
Salon—which displayed their creations under the observant eyes of 
critics.  
  

Press Release 
Arts and Cultural Education 
September 25, 2019-June 29, 2020 
Petite Galerie du Louvre 

PRACTICAL INFORMATION  
Opening Hours: every day (except 
Tuesdays) from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.  
Night openings until 10 p.m. on 
Wednesdays and Fridays. 
Admission: €15 (permanent collections + 
exhibitions) 
Time slot bookings guaranteeing entry 
within 30 minutes: €17. 
Free admission for under-18s and under-
26s living in the EEA  
Online ticket sales: www.ticketlouvre.fr  
Further information: www.louvre.fr  
 
#PetiteGalerie   #FiguredArtiste 

 

The Louvre’s Pe te Galerie is generously supported by the PSA 
Founda on and Kinoshita Group. It is sponsored by the 
Handicap & Société Fund created by the Intégrance health 
insurance company, the ENGIE Founda on, the La Poste 
Founda on, and enjoys generous contribu ons from Krystyna 
Campbell‐Pre y and the Campbell‐Pre y family, as well as the 
Susan D. Diskin, Ph. D., Fund. 
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A Season Dedicated to     
Renaissance Geniuses  

 
The Louvre at Paris Plages  
July 6–September 1, 2019  
Bassin de la Villette 
This summer, as part of the “Paris Plages” 
event in collaboration with the City of Paris, 
the Louvre will be exhibiting a selection of 
works along the Bassin de la Villette. Every 
afternoon, young and old can enjoy a 
preview of the “Advent of the Artist” 
exhibition free of charge. Visitors will be 
able to see reproductions of artworks and 
participate in fun activities that will put them 
in the shoes of artists, Louvre copyists and 
art critics. The space also includes a reading 
and board game area. Every weekend from 
3 to5 p.m., participants will be able to try 
their hand at drawing, sculpting and writing 
under the guidance of artists and writers. 
 

Leonardo da Vinci 
October 24, 2019–February 24, 2020  
Hall Napoléon 
To mark the 500th anniversary of 
Leonardo da Vinci’s death, the Louvre will 
exhibit the world’s largest collection of the 
artist’s paintings alongside an extensive 
selection of drawings, paintings and 
sculptures.  
 

Body and Soul: Sculpture in Italy from 
Donatello to Michelangelo, 1460–1520  
May May 6, 2020–August 17, 2020  
Hall Napoléon 
This exhibition aims to bring to light the 
leading themes and ideas pervading Italy in 
the second half of the Quattrocento. In the 
first two decades of the 16th century, these 
elements would lead to a defining moment 
in the history of Renaissance sculpture, with 
the arrival on the art scene of one of the 
greatest creators of all time, Michelangelo. 
 

Albrecht Altdorfer (before 1485–1538)  
April 23, 2020–August 3, 2020 
Rotonde Sully 
This mainly monographic exhibition aims to 
showcase the richness and diversity of 
Albrecht Altdorfer’s work. This major artist 
of the German Renaissance produced 
highly inventive compositions and 
iconography, and was a forerunner in 
landscape art and architecture. The event 
will highlight his status as a Renaissance 
artist that was all at once original and 
thoroughly familiar with the artistic output 
of his contemporaries. 

 AT THE LOUVRE AUDITORIUM (French only) 
 

CINEMA  

Film Series: “Autoportrait- Figure d’Artiste” 

October 16, 2019—April 1, 2020 
 

CINEMA FOR YOUNG AUDIENCES 
“Le Tableau” by Jean-François Laguionie (age  6+) 
Wednesday, October 23 at 3 p.m. 
 

CONFERENCES 

Presentation of the Exhibition 
Thursday, October 3 at 12:30 p.m. 

Chantal Quillet and Jean-Luc Martinez 

 

Visitors will be guided through the exhibition by illustrated labels providing 
information on the works of art, a number of literary extracts, and films and 
digital displays explaining the art of copying. These features are designed to 
provide context and to allow visitors to take in the finer details. And for those 
looking to delve further into the subject, the exhibition catalogue will be 
displayed in a designated reading area.   
   
Exhibition Curators: Chantal Quillet, Associate Professor of Classical 
Studies, and Jean-Luc Martinez, President-Director of the Musée du 
Louvre. 
Project Manager: Florence Dinet, Musée du Louvre. 

LOUVRE AUDITORIUM 
PRACTICAL INFORMATION  
 

Information: 
+33 (0)1 40 20 55 55  
Monday–Friday, 9 a.m.–7 p.m.  
www.louvre.fr  
 

Tickets:  
In person: Auditorium ticket window  
+33 (0)1 40 20 55 00  
Online: www.fnac.com 
 

Admission: €4-8 
On sale from Wednesday, August 28. 
Free for art history and architecture stu-
dents, and Amis du Louvre Youth card 
holders 

CUSTOMIZED DIGITAL TOOLS 
A dedicated website (petitegalerie.louvre.fr) offering visitor trails for 
teachers and for professionals working in the social sector and 
accompanying disabled individuals, a virtual tour and additional 
information about featured artworks, allowing visitors to plan and make 
the most of their time at the exhibition. 
 

Free Petite Galerie App (French only), designed for visitors with disabilities 
and available on iOS and Android.   
 
PUBLICATION 

Figure d’Artiste. Edited by Chantal Quillet and Jean-Luc Martinez with 
the assistance of Florence Dinet. 
Co-published by Musée du Louvre Éditions and Éditions du Seuil. 
Bound, 168 pages, €29 (French only). 
 
TOURS AND WORKSHOPS (French only) 
Guided Tours for Families (age 8+): “Qu’est-ce Qu’un Artiste?” 
Saturdays at 2:30 p.m. 
 

Tour for Adults: “Rendez-vous avec un Copiste”  
Wednesday, November 6 at 6 p.m. 
 

Workshop:  “Recopier le Musée” (age  6+) 
Saturday, September 28, and Sunday, September 29, 2–5 p.m. 
 

Full program on www.louvre.fr/ateliers 
 

Saturday Night Opening  
Free tour guided by students from the École du Louvre on the first Saturday of 
every month (booking required, French only) 
 

Meet the Author: Emil Ferris at the Louvre 
Emil Ferris—an American comic book author known for her multi-
award winning graphic novel My Favorite Thing is Monsters—will be 
drawing inspiration for her new literary project during a workshop in the 
Louvre’s exhibition rooms. 


